
I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity
          of media ownership. These rules were adopted to ensure that the public
          would receive a diverse range of viewpoints from the media, and not
          simply the opinions of a handful of media conglomerates. The
newspaper/broadcast
          cross-ownership cap is a crucial element of our democratic media, and
          it should not be weakened.
With so many far-reaching events occurring in the world today, It is more
important than ever that citizenshave access to as many independent news sources
as possible.  I rely more than ever on print media, newspapers, journals, books,
and magazines, to get a balanced view of what is happening in the world.
Television news so often is geared to the more sensational and graphic aspects
of news reporting because that is what grabs the public's attention and, hence,
sells whatever products the station is advertising.  While I understand this
about television news and watch it myself, I also want to be able to look to
more critical, in-depth reporting in the print media to have a basis for
evaluating events and forming my own opinion.  Since small independent
newspapers are virtually extinct, it is extremely important that  we protect
what diversity we have left.  Not only should we not weaken the
newspaper/broadcast cross-ownership cap, we shoud enforce the regulations that
we h!
ave.


